Student Projects for Blockseminar “The Future of Public Diplomacy”
Before the seminar

It is absolutely essential that you have completed the reading assignments before you join our seminar in Wittenberg. You will find an electronic reader on the ZUSAS webpage http://www.zusas.uni-halle.de or (for Halle students) under https://studip.uni-halle.de.

During the seminar

You will be working on a short written statement on a possible research project (prospectus) in the context of Public Diplomacy and present it to the whole group for discussion. You can do this by yourself or in a group (not more than four). The topic can range from a theoretical discussion of the purpose, effectiveness or limitations of public diplomacy to concrete examples or projects that you think would further the goals of public diplomacy within the German-American or European-American context.

Prospectus

· Select a topic largely derived from your readings and the lectures you have heard during the seminar

· Compile a brief bibliography (one page)
· Write a research proposal or prospectus.

· Prepare a presentation (5-10 minutes)

What is a Research Proposal/Prospectus?

· A research proposal (plan) or prospectus is the first step in producing a research project. 

· It should convince the Wittenberg faculty and your fellow participants that your topic and approach are sound.
Structure of your Prospectus
· Indicate your plan of action.

· Show your theoretical positioning and your relationship to past work in your research area. 

· Write a clear, concise introduction to the topic of your research.

· State the main research question(s) that you  wish to answer. 

· Summarize the basic arguments that surround the research topic. 
Research Questions
· What is the subject of the study and how is it defined?

· What are the main research questions?

· Why are you addressing this topic? 

· What have other scholars written about this subject, and how is your approach or information or view different?

· What will be the study's original and special contributions to this subject? 

· What are the main sources and why are  they appropriate? 

· What is the proposed organization of the study?
Resources

· Electronic Reader
· Library

· Internet

· Faculty

